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past completely. If after his release from confinement
he had conducted himself in a proper, law-abiding
manner for a period of five years (for some cate-
gories of crime it is only three years) his criminal past
is nullified by law and the records of it removed from
court and prison archives and destroyed. He has the
right to declare under oath that he has never been
tried before and if he again commits a crime he has
the status of a first offender.

These far-reaching innovations in the criminal and
penal codes of the Soviets have been put into effect as
the result of the revolutionary outlook on crime which
the Communist leaders adopted as the official outlook
of Russia as soon as they came into power.

THE socialist criminology of the Soviet Union is
completely at variance with the viewpoint of the fore-
most criminal authorities in Western countries that
crime must in part at any rate be accounted for by the
"biological background of the criminal." It views such
an attitude as "capitalistic." The Soviet legal and
criminal authorities look for the "microbe of crimi-
nality" not in the individual, but in society. They view
crime as a phenomenon inherent in the social order of
each country and deny that it is a matter of blood or
heredity and much less of "fate," as one well known
European criminologist holds. The fact that many
criminals have been found to be abnormal, Soviet